$67 worth of
coupons
inside!
Don’t shy away
from adventure
Check out this week’s Times Past
memoir from Paul Seamans.
See REMEMBER WHEN, C2
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Triathlon
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stay the
course
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TODAY

Planning Sunday’s annual
Greenfield Lightlife event
a year-long endurance test

Tick-borne
illnesses

Lyme disease isn’t the
only one to be weary of.

By ANDY CASTILLO
Recorder Staff

Health, C5
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Farmland and forest, appearing red in this 2015 photo from the Landsat 8
satellite, are topped with a dusting of snow around Norway’s Lake Mjosa
to form an “A.”

to the letters

Peaceful
passing
Pet hospice eases pain
for animals, their owners.
Family Matters, C3

‘Heartbreak for
our country’

Former Montague man collects
satellite images of Earth
to teach ABCs in new book
By RICHIE DAVIS
Recorder Staff

For anyone who’s ever looked
skyward and seen a bunnyshaped cloud, the African continent or the profile of a face,
writer Adam Voiland’s discovery
of an entire alphabet in images
from space may not sound all
that odd.
Who’d think of turning to
NASA for their ABCs?
For the former Montague resident, a science writer for the National Atmospheric and Space

Rabbi Cohen-Kiener
travels to D.C for answers
Religion, C6

WEATHER FORECAST
Twin tropical
cyclones in
2015 churn over
the Indian
Ocean, forming
the letter “S.”

67 55 STORMS
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Full forecast, A7
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SUBMITTED PHOTO

lution Imaging Spectroradiomater) aboard satellite Aqua.
Could there be an entire alphabet of letters visible from
space, he wondered?
On a “Help Find an Alphabet
in the Sky” blog post, he invited
readers to compile a gallery of
Administration’s Earth Observa- letters they could find on the
tory website, the idea just ap- NASA, Jet Propulsion Laborapeared one day.
tory and other websites.
Not all that
The
geosurprisingly, it
logic
gallery
Scanning
thousands
of
was a ‘V’ that
that resulted,
Voiland spot- images for his ABCs was “Reading the
ted in a July
from
“meditative,” he says, ABCs
2012 cloud of
Space,”
was
smoke
over though hardly as simple posted
on
Canada,
Voiland’s
as
1-2-3.
caused by wildNASA blog in
fires burning in
December
northern Alberta’s Caribou 2015.
Mountains, as captured by the
And that led to a book of
MODIS imager (Moderate Reso- Voiland’s own ABCDiscoveries
being published this month by Simon & Schuster, “ABCs from
Space.”
The 34-year-old graduate of
Great Falls Middle School and
Deerfield Academy, with a geology degree from Brown and a
master ’s in science writing from
Johns Hopkins University, whose
website writing job involves
tracking down satellite images
and digesting scientific studies
and interviews with scientists,
wasn’t looking for Mother Nature’s cryptic notes written in the
landscape.
He was just hoping that kids,
like his own 2½-year-old son,
Calvin, would have fun looking
for letters in the landscape and
clouds below … and maybe
learning something about science in the process.
Scanning thousands of imSEE ABCS A8

By AMINA KHAN
Los Angeles Times

You’ve heard about the carbon footprint, but
what about the carbon paw-print? According to a
new study, U.S. cats’ and dogs’ eating patterns
have as big an effect as driving 13.6 million cars for
a year.
The findings, published in the journal PLOS
ONE, reveals how our furry, four-legged compan-

SEE VOLUNTEERS A8

McGovern vows
to fight for elder
care program
By JOSHUA SOLOMON
Recorder Staff

ions’ consumption U.S. cats’ and dogs’
of meat and other
eating patterns
animal
products
adds a sizable, and
have as big an
largely overlooked,
effect as driving
climate cost.
When it comes to
13.6 million cars
environmental effor a year.
fects, meat-eating
takes the cake. A
2014 study in the Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences found that producing a kilo-

GREENFIELD — In
impassioned speech to
dozens gathered downtown Congressman Jim
McGovern said he would
“fight
like
hell”
for
“SHINE” back in Washington, D.C., after hearing a
hour of testimonials to the
importance of the elder
care program that helps
link seniors up with health
insurance, and is slated to
be cut by Congress this
coming year.
“I will do everything I
can to be wind at your
back
to
make
sure
Congress doesn’t screw
this up, too,” McGovern
said.
Residents, advocates

SEE PE TS A2

SEE ELDER CARE A7

What’s your pet’s carbon paw-print?
Scientists: Feeding meat to cats, dogs
has huge environmental impact

GREENFIELD — When the starting gun of Sunday
morning’s Greenfield Lightlife Triathlon fires and athletes surge into the Green River, it’ll be the result of
lengthy preparation by hundreds of volunteers behind
the scenes.
“As soon as the
race is over, we
meet the next
month as a debrief
to see if there were
any issues. Then
we roll right into
planning and getting things in
place for the next
year,” said Greenfield’s Recreation
Director Christy
Moore. The annual competition
is one of the department’s largest
fundraisers.
On
Friday
RECORDER STAFF/ANDY CASTILLO
night, a group of Volunteer Amy Bowse packs
eight volunteers bags in preparation for Sunday's
packed bags with triathlon Friday.
T-shirts, water bottles, snacks, to be given to athletes.
“This will be my fourth,” said Amy Bowse, a triathlete who’s also on the race’s seven-member planning
committee, pausing as she worked. Bowse designed
the T-shirts. “I loved it so much after the first year. I
wanted to be a part of it,” she said.
Come Sunday, Bowse and more than 300 other
triathletes from across the United States will simulta-

RECORDER STAFF/PAUL FRANZ

U.S. Rep. Jim McGovern
speaks
to
those
gathered
at
the
Greenfield Community
College
Downtown
Center on Friday to talk
about health care.
McGovern also
helped out The Belly Bus.
See Page B1
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Volunteers
FROM A1
neously race on a shorter
“sprint” — 0.31 miles swimming, 15.14 miles biking, 3.09
miles running — and longer
“international” — 0.63 miles
swimming, 30.28 miles biking,
7.19 miles running — course.
Athletes compete as teams or
individuals.

A labor of love
Over the past year, volunteers have hired a professional
agency for timing the race; organized staff, solicited sponsors, and maintained roughly
15 road miles that the race covers.
“That’s definitely one of the
labor intensive positions,”
Moore said. Course maintenance is managed by Dan

Gagaris, an engineer by trade
and a member of the
triathlon’s support committee.
Gagaris gives his time because
“the rec. department back in
my home in Ohio was very
formable in my life. I recognize
this event as one of the key
fundraising linchpins to allow
the rec. department to do
many of their programs,” he
said.
Gagaris’
wife,
Terrie
Gagaris, organizes a post-race
meal of lasagna, salad, bread,
and bananas donated by local
businesses.
Starting around June, when
athletes begin training, “I pick
up trash, cut back sticker
bushes, and sweep glass,
(sand), a few dead animals on
occasional. I’ve been doing
that since moving into town
back in 1992,” Dan Gagaris
said via phone from Colorado,
where he was traveling for

recorder.com
work.
Come Saturday, Gagaris
will fly back in time to sweep
that night — using a push
broom to cut down on noise.
Then, race day morning,
Gagaris will be working by 4
a.m. putting up signs, clearing
debris, and making sure everything is safe for the starting
gun.
After more than 50 directional signs have been placed
with help from Greenfield’s
Department of Public Works,
the course swept by 8 a.m.,
Gagaris and other volunteers
disperse as course marshals.
Then, police and volunteers
will shut down Nash’s Mill
Road and Eunice Williams
Drive for the race’s start.

things go awry, and “all the lifeguards are on duty” when 50
swimmers at a time plunge
into the water, Moore said.
“Once the event starts, it’s a
constant check in that everything is on a schedule.”
By 10:30 a.m., racers start
trickling across the finish line.
At 11, award ceremonies begin.
“That’s when we start announcing the sprint race
awards, right after that, we do
our international awards,” she
continued. “And then it’s hours
of cleanup; picking up fencing,
the water stops.”
In the following week, Rick
Roy — a spectator at the first
ever triathlon in the mid-1980s,
and a volunteer the year after
— will hand carve each winDriven by volunteers
ner ’s trophy from red oak.
Bicycle assistants are on Next month, planning for the
hand for mishaps, emergency 2018 triathlon will begin.
medical workers are there if
For more information on

ABCs
FROM A1
ages for his ABCs was “meditative,”
he says, though hardly as simple as 12-3. His publisher insisted on all capital letters — and huge, colorful ones
at that — with young readers in mind.
“I have reams and reams of great
letters that are small little bends in
rivers and just smaller features,” he
says, “but a lot of them couldn’t work
for the book because they need to be
really large features because we
wanted them to print at high quality.”

Global Ps and Qs
Finding an ‘R’ was really rough, for
example.
“Turns out that nature doesn’t like
to put curved, straight, and diagonal
lines right next to each other,” according to Voiland. “Meanders in rivers
can do it quite nicely, but we were really trying to keep the features in this
book large to ensure that they printed
well. I can’t tell you how many really
great letters I found that weren’t
large enough to print well!”
But then it turned up in a swirl in a
cloud formation in a turbulent area a
little more than a year ago over the
Southern Ocean, which is now recognized as the world’s fifth ocean, near
Antarctica.
Blazing his way to a ‘B’ in the
blanks between bright clouds over the
South Pacific was also brutal, for the
same reason.
And with his brother and sister-inlaw working the land at Red Fire
Farm and his parents operating the
Montague Center farm stand and setting up a new store and bakery,
Voiland says, “I still feel very connected to the area. … I looked pretty
hard to find letters in New England
and western Mass., but the pickings
unfortunately turned out to be pretty
slim. Some other parts of the world
have a great deal of contrast and exposed geological features that make

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Tropical Storm Douglas on July 4, 2014, churns off Mexico’s west coast,
creating the shape of a “G.”
stark patterns in satellite imagery,
but the imagery of western Mass.
tended to be uniformly green in the
summer or white in the winter.”
Voiland says he managed to find a
P in a photo of the Connecticut River
oxbow, but it was puny compared to
other letters.
“Also, (Interstate) 91 cuts straight
through the oxbow in a way that was
distracting,” he says.
He had to settle on a “P” formed by
the blue Euphrates River flowing toward Iraq and an irrigation canal in
Syria. “The irrigated fields along the
river there really show up well com-

pared to the desert background.”

And OH!
For each letter, Voiland focused on
areas that he thought would have
clouds, rock formations and other
land forms that would be likely to feature a particular shape — fjords,
glaciers and sea ice for the straight
lines of letters like E and X, for example, with ocean clouds likely to yield
the curves of an S or a G.
In addition to New England, the alphabet was largely absent throughout most of Asia, the Atlantic and
South America.
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On Friday, Recreation Director Christy Moore reviews final
details for Sunday’s triathlon.
how
to
volunteer,
visit
www.greenfield-triathlon.com/
volunteer. The Greenfield
Lightlife Triathlon is sponsored by local businesses including MedCare Ambulance;
Greenfield Kiwanis Club;

Franklin County Rotary Club;
Franklin County Amateur Radio Club; and Friends of
Greenfield Recreation.
Proceeds from signups help
fund Greenfield Recreation
programs throughout the year.

And oh, Voiland’s favorites turned sents, as well as an explainer about
out to be his H and O.
satellite images and natural and geoFor the H, made of narrow clouds logic forms.
caused by ship trails across the Pa“We’ve got to tell people what
cific near Baja California, “there is these places are,” he says. “They ’re
something about the way the wind beautiful pictures, and it’s really neat
to look at them, but there’s
has dispersed those ship
track clouds just a little and
also really interesting stories behind them.”
gives them just the right
amount of texture that is
Some of the images,
absolutely stunning,” he
taken by the Terra, Aqua,
says.
Landstat 8 and Suomi NPP
And Voiland can see why
satellites, are observing
astronauts are almost alEarth from not only many
ways amazed by the O-like
angles and locations, but
Richat Structure in Maurialso at many different
tania, a massive circular
wavelengths — visible light
feature that shows up well
NASA PHOTO but also shortwave, infrom space.
frared and near-infrared
Adam Voiland
“It was once thought to
parts of the spectrum.
be an impact crater or the remnants NASA assembles the various layers of
of a volcano, but geologists now think data,” Voiland assures. “We’re not
that the structure formed because of changing anything. Everything is as
the power of windblown sand and you can see it.”
flowing water,” he says. “These eroVoiland admits that he has “sort of
a dream job …. I kind of
sive forces likely uncovered alternating layers
pinch myself because I
of folded rock in the
get to write about geolshape of a bull’s-eye.”
ogy and look at the
earth.” He did most of
The
trophy
for
his research for the
Voiland’s least favorite
book late at night, as
letter goes to T —
Calvin slept.
formed in northern MoNow that his son is
rocco,
where
the
older — and has a 7Moulouya River and one
of its tiny tributaries inmonth-old sister, Mae —
tersect.
the toddler is looking for
letters
everywhere.
“The bottom doesn’t
“He’s just learning his
show up as well as I
thought it would,” he
SUBMITTED PHOTO letters, and the idea of
says, admitting. “I was Former
Montague searching for hidden leton a pretty tight deadline resident
Adam ters is a good thing, beand eventually I had run Voiland’s new book is cause it made him so inout of time when I was a fanciful look at terested and enthusiasputting this book to- NASA satellite images tic and interested in letgether, but I sure wish I of our planet.
ters. The book is fun, but
could have kept lookI hope it will kind of ining.”
spire people to go around and look …
For a little more exploration, ‘oh, there’s a rock formation that
Voiland’s “ABCs from Space,” subti- makes a T!’ You don’t have to do it
tled “A Discovered Alphabet,” ends from space, necessarily, but it’s fun.”
with a five-page legend, which explains exactly where and when each On the Web:
photo was taken and what it repre- go.nasa.gov/2vq7155

DEATH NOTICES

TURNERS FALLS — Marion Rose (Olanyk) Kuklewicz,
85, of Sunrise Terrace Apartments, died on Tuesday, (8-117) at Baystate Franklin Medical Center, Greenfield.
Visiting hours will be Monday from the McCarthy Funeral Homes, 14 Prospect St.,
Turners Falls, from 6 to 8 p.m.,
with a Panakhyda Vigil Service to be conducted at 7 p.m.
ATHOL — Edward J.
Guest book and condolence
Fisher, 60, of Cass Circle, died message available at mcFriday (8-4-17) at Quabbin Val- carthyfuneralhomes.com
ley Healthcare in Athol. Funeral arrangements are pending with Witty’s Funeral
Home, 158 South Main St., OrGREENFIELD — Richard
ange.
G. Nelson, 90, of Thayer Street
Extension died Friday (8-4-17)
at Charlene Manor Extended
Care Facility.
GREENFIELD — Jean P.
Arrangements under the

TOM CARTER

Change is good!

Now is a good time!

Call For a Free Estimate 413-775-0139

EXCAVATING
Est. 1970

Driveways-TRG
Gravel Products
Loam • Compost • Mulch

413-863-3652

Edward J. Fisher

Jean P. Kempf

MONTAGUE ELKS

SUMMER BASH
Sat, 8/19, 8pm-12am
Open to the public
Music by “Rock 201”

NEED AN AD IN A HURRY?
Mini ads are what you need.

If you place your ad by 3:00 pm, it will appear in the following
day’s edition. Reach over 30,000 readers tomorrow.

Call 772-0261

NATIVE
The 2017 Franklin County Fair NEW
POTATOES

Challenge

178 Long Plain Rd., Whately
Sat. & Sun.
9 a.m.-4 p.m.

We are looking for Youth Groups (ages 13-18) to
form a 4-person team (2 girls, 2 boys if possible, but not necessary.)

ALL YOU CAN EAT
3391618

Richard G. Nelson

MINI ADS
Drink Specials, Food, Lobster & 50-50 Raffle

DEMERS LANDSCAPING
www.demerslandscaping.com

Bernard J.
Zewinski

3399007

Marion R.
Kuklewicz

WINDOWS & DOORS

of flowers, memorial dona- Norman Circle died Friday (8tions may be made to the char- 4-17) at Baystate Franklin
Medical Center in Greenfield.
ity of one’s choice.
Arrangements under the
direction of Kostanski Funeral
Home are incomplete at this
time.
Sympathy messages availTURNERS
FALLS
— able at: www.kostanskifuneralBernard J. Zewinski, 78, of home.com

Clam Strips or
Scrod w/French Fries

Adults $8.49 Kids $3.99 (12 & under)
Saturday 11-7:30
Like Us On Facebook
Pete's Seafood • 772-2153
3399422

??

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 6-7pm
Each team will answer general trivia questions
for points. The team with the most points
will win $500 for their organization.
If interested, or if you have any questions, please contact
the FCAS Fair Attraction Committee by August 15, 2017
email: fcasattractions@yahoo.com
or you may call 413-225-3030

?

?

3399133

Dick Powers
34 Ashuelot Road
Northfield, MA

413-498-5592

• Septic Pumping •
• Small Repairs •
• Title 5 Inspection •

3389577

LEEDS — Edward J. Duggan Jr., 88, died Monday (7-3117).
The funeral will be Wednesday at 9 a.m. from the Ahearn
Funeral Home followed by a
funeral Mass at Our Lady of
the Hill’s Church at 10 a.m.
Burial with Military Honors
will follow in St. Mary’s Cemetery in Leeds. Calling hours
are Tuesday from 4 to 7 p.m.
Donations may be made to
Our Lady of the Hills Parish,
VNA/Hospice of CDH, PO BO
329, Northampton, MA 01061
or to Soldier On.

Margaret E. Vassar

3399077

Edward J.
Duggan Jr.

direction of Kostanski Funeral Springfield.
Home are incomplete at this
Funeral services will be on
Tuesday at 10 a.m. at Walker
time.
Funeral Home, 14 High St.,
with burial to follow in Green
River Cemetery. Beginning at
GREENFIELD — Mar- noon, there will be a celebragaret E. (Carter) Vassar, 71, tion of life at the Moose Lodge.
died Thursday (8-3-17) at Calling hours will be held on
Baystate Medical Center in Monday from 6 to 8 p.m. In lieu

3391652

GREENFIELD — Rosalie
Constance “Connie” Corsiglia,
91, died Thursday (8-3-17) at
the Charlene Manor Extended
Care Facility.
Arrangements under the
direction of Kostanski Funeral
Home were incomplete at
press time.
Sympathy message available at www.kostanskifuneralhome.com

(Paruszewski) Kempf, 75, of
Little Avenue died Wednesday
(8-2-17) at home.
Funeral services will be
held Monday at 9:15 a.m. from
the Kostanski Funeral Home,
220 Federal St., followed by a
Liturgy of Christian Burial at
10 a.m. at Holy Trinity Church,
133 Main St. Burial will follow
at Calvary Cemetery in Greenfield.
Calling hours will be held
Sunday evening from 3 to 6
p.m. at the funeral home.
Memorial
contributions
may be made to Warm the
Children, PO Box 1367, Greenfield, MA 01302.
Sympathy message available at www.kostanskifuneralhome.com.

3398462

Rosalie C. Corsiglia

